
 
 

LBD:MA Organizational Information    
 
Mission: Learning By Design in Massachusetts draws on the power of architecture and design to build 
within each child an essential structure for learning and creating that will inform every endeavor in their 
lives. Today’s children are the designers of a better tomorrow.  

 
Goals:  We will fulfill this mission by: 

• bringing design activities focusing on people, places and spaces into the heart of K-12 learning  
• enabling students, teachers and architects to design and learn together   
• building a strong community dedicated to K-12 Architecture and Design Education  

 
Vision:  The design process will be integral to the way every teacher teaches and every student learns.  
All children will value their connection to the architecture of their world and develop a sense of 
stewardship for sustainable, well-designed environments.  

 
Operational Model: LBD:MA is a K-12 architecture and design education program.  Our design 
educators and volunteer architects engage children, in and out of schools, in hands-on, real-world design 
activities based on the places and spaces in their lives.  

 
In LBD:MA Children's Design Workshops, students use the engineering process of design, and 21st 
century skills from core curriculum areas, to complete hands-on, interdisciplinary design projects that 
enable them to express their ideas about their built environment, their community, and themselves.  

 
In LBD:MA Professional Development Workshops for Educators and Designers, architects and 
teachers from in-school, after-school and community programs, learn innovative, practical ways to use 
design as a catalyst for student learning.  LBD:MA also offers Curriculum Consulting Services to 
schools and organizations interested in developing K-12 architecture and design education programs.  
 
 
Beginning as a program of the Boston Society of Architects in 1999, and becoming its own 501(c)3 non-
profit organization in 2009,  LBD:MA has given over 20,000 children, educators and designers the 
opportunity to design and learn together. Reaching a wide demographic of students, LBD:MA audiences 
include ESL students, children with disabilities, and at-risk youth. Over the last 5 years, 77% of LBD:MA 
programs have reached underserved students. 
 


