
Welcome to the SPRING 2012 issue 
of Learning By Design News!

This newsletter will keep you up-to-date on K-12 architecture and design education news in 
Massachusetts. Visit www.lbdma.org for:

• current information about K-12 architecture and design education
• curriculum connections
• ideas for children's programs
• handouts, book lists and links to resources

DESIGN THINKING

DISCOVER DESIGN!
We love it when our colleague organizations do 
amazing work and share it with us!  The Chicago 
Architecture Foundation has recently launched 
DiscoverDesign.org.  A digital learning tool that 
serves as a creative 'architectural town square' 
where middle and high school students and 
teachers can be inspired, pose questions, solve 
problems, and collaborate.

Teens choose real-world design challenges and 
throughout the design process they post original 
photos, digital models, animations, architectural 

drawings, videos and text.  Along the way design professionals volunteer as online 
mentors to provide feedback on teens' design projects.

Not just for architecture, design or engineering students, DiscoverDesign.org 
facilitates cross disciplinary project-based learning. If you are looking to use new 
media and promote technological literacy with teens, this site will help you meet your 
goals.

The site is available free to any teen and teacher from any computer with internet 
access.  It includes interactive instructional materials - videos, slideshows, guided 
questions, architectural construction drawings, interviews with architects and digital 
models.
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Our Mission

LBD:MA draws on the 
power of architecture and 
design to build within 
each child an essential 
structure for learning and 
creating that will inform 
every endeavor in their 
lives. Today’s children are 
the designers of a better 
tomorrow.

 



UPCOMING WORKSHOPS FOR TEACHERS

Reading Boston: How does a City tell its Story?
LBD:MA will run a hands-on professional development workshop for Gr. 3 – 8 
educators* during vacation week: Thursday April 19th 9:30 – 3pm
Click Here or visit www.lbdma.org to Register.

What do a city’s places and spaces tell us about its past, present and future? Cities 
are a refl ection of the society that inhabits them. A city can be ‘read’, not unlike a book, 
to give us information about the desires, cultural values, trades and technologies of 
a population.

In this hands-on workshop, educators will:
• Develop the observational skills and vocabulary to look closely at the 
architecture of the surrounding city for the clues it gives us.
• Use the rich architecture of Boston as a learning laboratory
• Learn how to develop walking tours/site explorations of local architecture 
and landscapes
• Use the Design Process to design a new place or space to tell Boston’s story
• Work with a wealth of K-12 Architecture & Design Education resources
• Tour the exhibit ‘In Form/Legible Cities’ @ BSA SPACE

The details:
• Suggested Educator Grade Level: 3-8
• Cost: Free. Time will be allowed to purchase lunch locally or bring a brown 
bag lunch.
• Location: BSA SPACE 290 Congress St. Boston MA 02210
• Professional Development Points: a certifi cate for 10 pd’s may be awarded to 
K12 Educators with additional reading, lesson planning and implementation.
• Registration required, space is limited.
• Click Here to Register. Questions? Contact us.

*Architects & Designers welcome too!

MITS “How Science Inspires Engineering” Summer Institute
LBD:MA is excited to be partnering once again with the Museum Institute of Teaching 
Science (MITS) as an education partner in their Boston Region Summer Institute.  
The Institutes, for upper elementary and middle school educators, will run weekdays 
from July 9 – 20 in six regions of Massachusetts and southeastern New Hampshire.

About LBD:MA

Learning By Design 
in Massachusetts 
is a statewide K-12 
architecture and design 
education program. Since 
1999, more than 20,000 
children, educators and 
designers have taken part 
in LBD:MA architecture 
and design activities.
 

Contact Us

Contact Jan Ham, 
Executive Director at 
janham@lbdma.org or 
508-528-4517 or visit 
www.lbdma.org if you:

• have news about 
K-12 architecture and 
design projects
• are an educator or 
a designer interested 
in children design 
activities
• would like more 
information on 
Learning By Design

 

CAFETERIA COMPETITION CHALLENGE
Also offered by DiscoverDesign; a national 
design competition for high school students. The 
challenge?  Redesign your school cafeteria for 
healthy eating in a sustainable space.  Registration 
and consent forms due SOON: April 4.  Register 
today. 



NEWS

LBD:MA AT BSA |SPACE|
You can now visit LBD:MA at the BSA SPACE; Boston 
Society of Architects’ new headquarters at Atlantic 
Wharf in Boston.  We have already started building 
on our partnerships with offi ce mates Boston By 
Foot and the Community Design Resource Center.  
And read above for information about our fi rst 
workshop in the new space.  A day for educators 
built around the BSA SPACE gallery exhibit, “In 
Form: Communicating Boston”.

BOSTON BY LITTLE FEET
LBD:MA has partnered with Boston By Foot to 
develop a pre-tour classroom curriculum and 
student handout for the guided walking tour 
presentations.  BBF’s Boston By Little Feet tour 
brings students through the heart of the city, 
learning about history and architecture along the 
way.

WRAPPING UP 2011
Thank you to all of our students, educators, architects, designers and supporters!  
You enabled LBD:MA to bring architecture and design activities to over 1400 people 
in 2011. From 1200 students who drew, built and explored their cities and towns 
— to 250 educators who unlocked the possibilities of integrating design activities 
into their classrooms — to the 55 architects and designers who volunteered 135 
hours sharing what they love with the next generation of creative thinkers — to the 
supporters whose generous funding helped make it all happen – Thank you! 

WE <3 OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS!
LBD:MA would like to extend a big welcome to our three new board members:  

• Roblyn Brigham, partner at Brigham Nahas Research Associates (BNRA), a 
consulting fi rm that helps non-profi ts strategically position themselves to go after 
grants & funding. 
• Chris Doktor AIA Leed AP, an architect with Olson Lewis Dioli & Doktor 
Architects and Planners Inc.
• Kelly Sherman, a strategist at Continuum, a multi-disciplinary design fi rm.

Participate in content and skill development sessions taught by professional 
educators and scientists at each partner organization.  Daily activities include indoor 
inquiry-based classroom experiences and outdoor fi eld experiences.  Take home 
investigations you can use in your classroom!  Courses cost $300 and teachers can 
earn pdps and graduate credit.  Visit www.mits.org for much more info and to register.



DESIGN EDUCATOR PROFILE
Aisha Densmore-Bey, Assoc. AIA is originally from 
Hartford, CT but now calls Boston her home.  She 
is the Owner/Principal of Aisha Densmore-Bey, 
Designer; a creative agency that investigates 
architecture, interiors, lighting, graphic design and 
fi lm making.

An all-around creative person, Aisha enjoys 
cooking (“I would probably be a chef if I was not 
in architecture.”), travel and museums.  Her talents 
have been recognized by the American Institute of 
Architects, winning her the 2012 AIA Associates 
Award. The Associates award is the highest award 
given to individual associate AIA members who best 
exemplify the highest qualities of leadership and 
have demonstrated an unparalleled commitment in the community.

This is Aisha’s fi rst year teaching with LBD:MA and she is currently doing a fantastic 
job teaching a Sophomore Spring Elective at Fenway High school.  She says that she 
likes being a mentor and helping to nurture creativity and curiosity in her students. 
(photo by Ben Gebo)

“I love exposing kids to the power of design and seeing their eyes light up 
when they discover something new. It doesn’t get more rewarding than that.”

RESOURCES  
See how it's done on the other side of the pond.  Open City UK is an organization that 
aims to be at the center of creating better places – and a better city.  Check out their 
My Green School initiative developed to give children aged 7-11 across the UK the 
opportunity to learn about, and be inspired by sustainable architecture through fi rst 
hand investigations of their own school building.

LBD:MA's new favorite way to lose an hour on the internet?  thekidshouldseethis.com 
- a great collection of science-related videos for kids (of ALL ages).

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS FOR CHILDREN
LBD:MA appreciates our volunteers!  Please contact us if you would like to volun-
teer for any of these upcoming programs in a city near you: 
 
School-based workshops:
Roger Clap Innovation School, Boston – Box City, grades 2 & 5
Boston Teacher's Union School, Boston – Box City
Pulaski School, New Bedford – Walking Tour, 5th grade and Box City, 2nd grade
Parker School, New Bedford – Box City, 2nd, 4th & 5th grades
Cabot School, Newton – Block Design, kindergarten
Warren Prescott School, Charlestown - Box City, 3rd grade
MLK Elementary School, Dorchester - Mass Housing Kids Program

Expos and Family Days:
Lancaster Common – Box City Family Day
Southeast MA STEM Expo, Bridgewater State College


