
Welcome to the FALL 2011 issue 
of Learning By Design News!

This newsletter will keep you up-to-date on K-12 architecture and design education news in 
Massachusetts. Visit www.lbdma.org for:

• current information about K-12 architecture and design education
• curriculum connections
• ideas for children's programs
• handouts, book lists and links to resources

DESIGN THINKING

WHAT IS DESIGN?
When we at LBD:MA talk about the importance of learning by design in the classroom 
we are often met with enthusiastic, “YES!”.  But just as often audiences are confused 
by what design-thinking really means in a practical sense.   Here’s a link to multi-
award winning global design fi rm IDEO’s website “Design Thinking for Educators”.   
We love what they say and how they say it, with videos, relevant step-by-step ideas 
and teacher stories!

The design process is what puts Design Thinking into action. It’s a structured 
approach to generating and developing ideas.

The Design Thinking Toolkit for Educators, available as a free download here, provides 
guidance through the fi ve phases of the design process. It outlines a sequence of 
steps that leads from defi ning a challenge to building a solution. The toolkit offers 
a variety of instructional methods to choose from, including concise explanations, 
useful suggestions and tips.
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Our Mission

LBD:MA draws on the 
power of architecture and 
design to build within 
each child an essential 
structure for learning and 
creating that will inform 
every endeavor in their 
lives. Today’s children are 
the designers of a better 
tomorrow.



NEWS

BOARD UPDATE
LBD:MA is pleased to welcome new board member 
David Silverman and board fellow Greg Freed to our 
Board of Directors.

BSA SPACE
As the Boston Society of Architects (BSA) prepares 
to move to its new public-centered home (designed 
by Howeler and Yoon Architects), Learning By Design 
is beginning to imagine the programs we could offer 
there (and invite you to imagine some, too).  This is 
a great opportunity for LBD:MA, the architects and 
teachers and ultimately the children we serve.  We 

hope to increase our ability to partner with neighboring Boston organizations and to 
take full advantage of having a presence in this architecturally wonderful section of 
the Boston waterfront.  Stay tuned for news about upcoming programs!

STAYING IN TOUCH
Do you know if any of your students who took part in LBD:MA programs with us in the 
past, have gone on to pursue architecture or design careers?  If so, drop us a line!  
We would love to connect with them, and see how they recall their LBD:MA project 
time.Participate in content and skill development sessions taught by professional 
educators and scientists at each partner organization.  Daily activities include indoor 
inquiry-based classroom experiences and outdoor fi eld experiences.  Take home 
investigations you can use in your classroom!  Courses cost $300 and teachers can 
earn pdps and graduate credit.  Visit www.mits.org for much more info and to register.

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS
LBD:MA appreciates our volunteers!  Please contact us if you would like to volunteer 
for any of these upcoming programs:  

CHILDREN’S DESIGN WORKSHOPS
CONNECTIONS After School Program, Holyoke - LBD:MA has provided training for 
graduate students in the UMass Amherst Architecture+Design program to teach this 

 

FUN NEW BOOK
Looking for a design-savvy version of a children’s 
classic story?  Well, look no further than Steven 
Guarnaccia’s telling of the “Three Little Pigs”!  
These pigs try to tuck themselves away from the 
wolf in homes inspired by famous architects Philip 
Johnson, Frank Gehry and Frank Lloyd Wright.  
There’s even a glossary to describe the architectural 
references.

About LBD:MA

Learning By Design 
in Massachusetts 
is a statewide K-12 
architecture and design 
education program. Since 
1999, more than 20,000 
children, educators and 
designers have taken part 
in LBD:MA architecture 
and design activities.
 

Contact Us

Contact Jan Ham, 
Executive Director at 
janham@lbdma.org or 
508-528-4517 or visit 
www.lbdma.org if you:

• have news about 
K-12 architecture and 
design projects
• are an educator or 
a designer interested 
in children design 
activities
• would like more 
information on 
Learning By Design



TEACHER PROFILE
Brandy Whitney is a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) teachers for 
students in grades 7 and 8 at Bartlett Junior Senior 
High School, Webster MA.

She got to know LBD:MA at a Summer Institute 
held by Museum Institute for Teaching Science 
(MITS) in July 2011.  The focus of the workshop was 
on teaching sustainable design concepts, which 
Brandy immediately incorporated into her architecture unit. She notes that the, 
“activities and hands-on design projects have been successfully integrated into my 
classroom and curriculum. My class now has a better understanding of scale drawing, 
blueprints and the importance of site assessment in design and engineering.” 

When she’s not teaching Brandy is an avid hiker, reader and mom to three wonderful 
boys.

“Personally, I love teaching STEM and fi nd it to be an exciting journey.”

16-week after school program at four different schools across the city.  60 3rd and 
4th graders are participating in Building Design Club this spring.

Pulaski School, New Bedford - This fall, Grade 2 
and 5 teachers are continuing their work with 
LBD:MA. Together we are developing a students’ 
walking tour, activity packet and slide set featuring 
downtown New Bedford architecture that K-5 
teachers across the city will be able to use.  This 
fall Grade 5 students at the Pulaski School (the 
city’s only magnet school for performing and fi ne 
arts) will join local architects for the downtown 
architecture tour, and build scale models based 
on downtown buildings.   In spring 2012 Grade 2 
students will create a Box City.

RESOURCES 
AAO (The Association of Architecture Organizations) is a member-based network that 
supports the many organizations around the world that are dedicated to interpreting 
architecture and the built environment to the general public. AAO just wrapped up its 
"Design in Action 2011" conference, held this year in Philadelphia.  For links to some 
of the interesting workshops and presentations go to the AAO website.

Vi Hart is a self-described "recreational mathamusician".  Her unique, high-energy 
way of exploring math concepts is sure to interest kids and parents alike!


